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SOME TIPS: 



MATERIALS: ive used everything I can find from corrugated cardboard 
to drawing paper, and depending on how long you want your stencil to 
last should determine your materials. 

• corrugated cardboard- I never use it, cos I don't get the detail I want from 
it and it falls apart real quick. But for one night, slogan stencil it may 
be useful. 

cereal boxes /Manila paper- Easy to cut, not very durable and will get 
"fuzzies" in the corners where cuts are made. Many different sizes can be 
found, the most popular being folders. 

• Matte board- 1.5 mm thick. Etc. is very strong but can be a pain in the ass 
to cut. You can get this in sizes up to, usually whatever you want. And 

• • it'll last long 

•• Plastics- if it's thin enough (and easy) to cut then go for it. It'll be 
durable and able to be manipulated for detail. Tf»N 5 rni\ *^y[&C 

• Acetate- pretty flimsy but gets sturdier with more layers of paint (so 
don't peel) easy to cut and very available. Not the best if you're putting 
stuff on walls cos its thin. So bring tape. 

;.■:.;; 
Any and all of these materials can be scavenged from the 
trash. Either at places like Kinkos, or office buildings, and the 
dumpsters of construction sites, and it helps when your friends work in 
art and office supply stores 1 
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STEPS 
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a) Find an image, drawing or text you wish to make into a stencil. 
Consider the amount of detail is in the image and whether it 
should be simplified. Look for what can be combined in the 
image so you can create as much floating negative space as 
possible. You want to look at the shadows and other 
characteristics in the image that can be "positive" and hold 
the stencil together. So try to visualize, now, what the 
stenciled image is going to look like after its been sprayed. 
This is the toughest part. Try doing linoleum cuts and print 
them out, or look at photograph negatives, it will help train 
your brain into thinking in this manner. Sometimes pumping up 
the contrast will drop some detail creating stencil-like 
images . 







b) Then (depending on the technology you use) enlarge or reduce 
the image to the size you want. And once you have the image 
figured and sized out get a copy on a piece of paper and you'll 
be ready to transfer it. 
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lailHS llJJO^qjB MOU 

jnoA AoEua puB jjo XT° US ^ B ®tJ3 TT n <3 uaqq puv 'a6Burx aqaxdinoo 

aqq dn paxXTJ aACt lIT qux«d aqq pxoab ubo noA puB 6pox.iad 

qjroqs joj Asjds noA uaq/% TO<2quoo oq jaxssa s,qi *quxBd jo 

eqsp/t b B^pqi 'SurBajqs ApBaqs 6uox joj u/*op ssajd oq AjBSBeoau 

q,uex qi -ubo jnoA qqx* quTBd jo sqsBxq qjoqa ux ABjds pup 

sowjjns aqq oquo qBXJ XT 009 ^ 8 st H £»1 *qujBd 3TJQ«? JO oxxAjob 

puB qsnjq }uxBd/a6uods ao quxpdABJds qqx>i aoBjjns pajxaap aq^ 

oq qiB jnoA AxddB ubo nox - o6 noA aoBjjns x* u T? S U^ o^ sqx won 
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•Ajzvssaoau jx qsadan *uxb6b qsa^ puB 

sppxq JnoA qqxM squomqsnCpB jouxra aqq. op ^oa ji 'qx pazxxBnsxA 

noA se Axqoajjad sb qsnC qno atooo sqx jx jo saqaxmaxq 

Aub BBq qx jx aas oq 'fiuxqsaq joj jadBd uo XT ous ^ 8 noA ABJds oq 

Bapx poo6 b 8,3.1 'spusq jnoA ut jjoub^b b aABq pxnoqs noA «on (a 



11H&J3 'Bapx aqq a,qBqq 

'tviqq 06 TIIM qx 8 °3 *paoTT 8 P^B pa3(od aq ubo qBqq punoJB 

6uxAbx bx jaAaqsqw jo 'auxzBBBin 'poot\ 'ranaxouxx jo aoajd 'pjBoq 

6uxqqno b jo doq uo 6ux3q.no aq pxnoqs noA (jABqs 03 spaau 

aosds aAX3B6au 6uxqBoxj aqq Jeqnrauiai) paqujBd quBM q,uop noA 

qpq* joj 3(sbui b aq XTT* 3Bqq. x*!- 30 ^™ 9 V1 ouxABax 'paquxBd aq 

oq quBM noA bbjb aqq qno qno pub apBxq JnoA asn "XT^" 9 ^ 8 JnoA 

qno 6uxqqriD *qjBd unj pub (quaxq.Bd aq) anoxpaq qaoui aqq sx ixan 
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•uo qx aoajq pub x b T- is ^ 1&u1 8 ^ P UB Adoo a6Burx aqq uaaw^aq 
jcadBd uoqjBO jo aoaxd b aoBxd ubo noA x^T^ 3 ^™ 11 XT ous ^ 8 ^adsd 
qqjM *adBq jo M^T^ 8 anx£ b qqxw aoBjans ivrja^vxa aqq oq Adoo 
aqu BuxqoB^qB Aq jvzjB^vm mo/ oq a6Btnx aq^ aajsuBjq ubo no* (o 
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ajora sqjtojja^ anoA a^Bin XXT« *iom pue 'uoxq.BULrojux sxqq jo XTY 



lisquBJUB^Ba^ pus BJTBq axddnA 
ij paxjxjqua6 fiuxaq eaic ub ao -'ABftaaaj b pxjnq oq uoxqonjqsap 
joj paqBxs pooqjoqqfexau b aaaqq bx rexdurexa joj) i/Lu* 
Pub saqjxs 6uxxna aqq oq quB^Jodurr sib u^oq jo suoxqoas qBqM 
£(*oqa 'BJaxuxjp 's^uapnqs 'uamssauTsnq 'saaddoqs 
jo sqox ajaqq bjb -a-x) pasn u^oq jo suoxqoas quaiajjxp a« aoh 

I ( noA 

aas jo/pub) no/ qqx* 06 q,uBO aox T od aq^ qsqq 06 noA ubo aaaq M 

cMBX aqq mojj sajj oq aABq noA 
jx saraoq Jxsqi ux a6njaj noA 3ax6 qqBxin oq/\ axdoad ajaqq aoy 
|£jeqqo qosa oq q^oauuoo Aaqq op *oq P ub a^aqAV p«a T eqaa^s qBq M 

dUOXBBajdxa aAxqBajo qsuxB6H Aqjadojd jxaq^ 

^puajap Aaqq op «oq pub bbjb aqq uj saaipnj joCboi av^ 8 JB oqM 

^J^Aoo apxAOJd jo axqnojq ux noA qa6 Aaqq xX^m pub (ssfxoj 

ssaxaoioq 's^urup 'adoo ' sjbo jo uijoj aqq ux) qq6xu ^b -q 

(XJOMqjB anoA aas 03) Acp'aqq 6uxanp -b 
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Also decide whether everyone is going to stay together (choose 

a nearby location to meet and then all go to the getaway 

location) or just go straight to the destination for escapees 

and wait until everyone arrives. It may be good if this 

location had a telephone that could be called by anyone that 

may get arrested (assuming that one person gets away) Toll-free 

voice mail also kicks ass in any situation where you need to 

coordinate when everyone is in different locations, and they 

can be checked by folks in jail I ■ WmmFWBKM m 

Who you can contact in case shit goes down: housemates, 
friends, someone you may have mentioned to before the outing 
that you could put yourself in an arrestable situation, and/or 
la wyers (a ce ll phone can be useful, but voicemail is top) 

Find^out about local laws and know your rights- key if caught & ^1H 

by the authorities. — - ......... - ^«^JiP ^^PSr : 

5 ) Create action names or a way to communicate without using 
words. Try using a call that can be made and heard by all 
participants: barking howlina, Dartv sounds /be nr*x+iv*\ \ 
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howling, party sounds (be creative) 

And its best not to go on an empty stomach. You may want to 
dumpster some goodies on the way to your chosen destination 
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•Bieq /sgxA^BJXBq jo/pus finxq^oxo ^ugjgjjxp qt*xM gouBJBgdde 

jnoA g6uBqo os T b P ub }ob .XbBbxxt- gq^ ut ^uaineA T oAUT jnoA jo 

90U9PTA9 TT* 9AB9T ubo noA 'sjtbh • pgox^ou gq * , uort noA gjgq^AUB 

'SA9TTB 'su9pop6 'ssfjied 'ttm^ g^xq b 'ag^sdump b 'sgj* 

pgpMoao-XTew * ©q Abui ©OBXd sxq* jroj BBgpj pooo (noA Buxaoxxoj 

uosjgd gq* pro) ^gfixB} :*sbx anoA inoaj sAba b g;r,noA jg^jB gpxq 

o^ goBTd b puxj o} pooB b ©q pxnow ^x 'uox^boox Abmb^96 uodn 

p99J6B/UOX^B^OdsUBJ^ JtloA BPJPWO^ P UB (p9A T OAUX 9q O U99S W U 

PUB '^noifooT b 9J9A noA jx XT** o^ poo6 six qBxtoqi ) noA pg^ods 
oq« uosjgd gqi uioji Abms 6uxuunj gq AxqBqoad XT,noA gouxs 










•sdoo gq} jo g6uBa »ij^ jo ^no gq ii.no/L agnoos gq^ Bux-^no 

TboA ag^SBj gq^ jgquiauiaH e^no 6uxo6 uo usxd noA" op 6uox moh 

•-gtnoq a^uogmos 'BgjB aqq. ux uox^boox b 'sg5(xq anoA ^b -unj ©q^ 

uo ugq* ^ggm o^ gjgqM ssnosxp osxy (l^gq isgq gq^ gjB Bg5(Tq) 

^,ubo sdoo gq^ gjgq/4 06 o^ o/L woxx^ Pub gxaxssgooB 'j(oxnb gq 

obxg pxnoqs suBgui jriOA *ssn o^ gpxogp noA BUBgm gq^ Aq gdcoss 

o^ gxc[B paB gxqB^Jojmoo X99J pxnoqs guoAagAg 'uox^B^aodsuej^ 

oxxqnd gzxxx^n ao ^ooj ' g^xq Aq 06 noA agq^gq A :5?fS Te^b^ 

•po«;iB JO 'B^UBJ 'SUJ93UOO 

'A^XAxq-Bgjo axgq^. ssgjdx© 9uoAj9A9 ^gi jgq.Bujg^x^ rs^sx^xw 
»■ ■" ' . 

(^ggj^.9 9q^ jo 
uox^ogaxp jgq^xg tmop buxjfoox auo)2 9ABq o} x»api s^I : s ^no^oo q: 

-,r,iT« ^« 'BuxugAg q.Bq^ una qoca joi 

212 °^ B *™ W 9 PT03P o^ T njd T gq gq but „ - S g TOJ ujbxss v 




\ PRFPARATT/)KI *■■ f ° r stencil ^ssions (modified from "the --jM- " j&'l&'^M 

M\HH(\Hfi^ walls are Alive") A " 



walls are Alive") 

These are a few things you should do beforeTmission UUfcrtU 
ensure your own safety and the folk, you are working with! 

You should have a crew of people you know and trust. Preferably 
someone you've been in sketchy situations with before, so you 
k now how thy will react under certain pressure. 

1) Once your crew is established you can: 

- Map out the area you will be working in and have 
An escape to a strategic location (one that would 
be ok to go to if followed) or work in areas that 

.:-.-• you are familiar with. a 

:-■/-• -f'.'Wss^ ^B 

a 2) Things to take with you: 
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A change of clothes. Something to change into if you're seen. 

Latex gloves. To keep your hands evidence free. 

■ 

The obvious tools being used to beautify the walls, spraypaint, 
stencils, paint brush, etc. 

A respirator mask is good to use if you wont be looking too 
suspicious 

And depending on how high tech you wanna get, 2 way radios are 
fun, also if you can remain inconspicuous 
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Things not to take with you : . * 

Radical material/propaganda (i.e. flyers, zines, pamphlets, 

stickers, buttons, patches: the things not good to have if 
caught and searched. 

Identification: this one is your call. Its not good to have on 
you b/c if you are caudht you have the option of giving the 

cops false information, but in many places they will jus harass 

you even more. NYC law says you must have valid ID on you at 
all times. 
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4) Discuss your plan of action with your crew: 

• Decide which institutions you plan to target and what your mark 
may be for each. Though this can be fun to. decide after you're 
out, you need to consider time efficiency. Time is key. If 
you're out for a long period of time, you are more likely to 
get caught. Don't let yourself be too comfortable, even if you 
are at a location you pass everyday. Being comfortable in 
illegal situations is never a good thing. Just be alert and 
ready to act, anything can happen. 

Try to start small and make your way up to bigger projects. 
That way, if you are caught earlier on that night, its likely 
your artwork hasn't been noticed by your interrogators and you 
will only be questioned about what you were seen doing. 

Remember they would 've already arrested you if they knew you 
were doing something illegal 










